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LOST AR TS

by Dane Wandabense

Quite often a sigh goes  up in public  about the lo s t  arts o f  this or  that, perhaps 
the e n c lo s e d  is  one of these ? ? ?

In these days o f  e le c t ro n ic  ca lcu la to rs  the ch ore  o f  m ultiplying a c o u rse  by 
the sine and co s in e  o f  an angle is just too  m uch fo r  the m enta lity .  In the f ie ld  m ost  o f 
us c a r r y  a !,Curtan in the h a v e r s a c k ,  or  a F a c it  or  an Odhner in the ca r  or t ru ck ,  and 
the answ er can be cranked  out fa ir ly  qu ick ly .  But there are  t im es when we have to 
return  to b a s ic  ways and m e a n s .  The late Sam M cD ou g a ll ,  O . L . S . ,  Q . L . S . ,  showed 
me this short m ethod  o f  m ultip lica tion  back  in the bush up in Rouyn, Q uebec in the *30s. 
We had to w ork  out a 
t r a v e r s e  o f  som e  
twenty c o u r s e s  , in 
m id -a f t e r n o o n . The 
only way I knew of 
doing the jo b  was with 
‘ l o g s 1 , and that took  
m e o ver  an hour. Sam 
waited on m e p atien t­
ly ,  and that didn*t 
help m y c o m p o s u re  
any. When I thought 
I had the answ er , he 
s a i d nNow, I am  going 
to show you a m uch  
sh o r te r  m ethod11 . He 
was v e r y  p r o f ic ie n t  
with this little tr ick ;
I think he took  about 
a half hour to do the

In those 
days it was an awful 
c r im e  to have fthe 
p a r ty 1 sit around fo r  
even a m om en t w a it­
ing on the transitm an  
to ca lcu la te  the final 
c o u r s e .  A lm o s t  
e v e ry  s u r v e y o r  had 
his favourite  s e c r e t
re c ip e  fo r  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a lm o s t  as je a lo u s ly  guarded as so m e  o f  the o f fse ts  u sed  in c ity  
s u r v e y s ,  o r  the ties to r e fe r e n c e  p o in ts .  Another favourite  s h o r t -c u t  in t r a v e r s e s  was 
dodging in and out through the bush with as little cutting as p o s s ib l e ,  using as sm a ll  a 
d e fle c t ion  as p o s s ib l e ,  f i r s t  to one side then the o th e r .  L eft  d e fle c t ion s  w ere  m in u s ,  
r ight w ere  p lu s .  The c o u r s e  was p lu s ,  but when m ultip lied  by the d e fle c t ion s  in minutes 
we had a s e r ie s  o f  negative  and p o s it iv e  values , and we cou ld  return  to the true line 
s im p ly  by bring ing each  side to a b a la n ce .  It saved  a lot of cutting.
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Short cuts are  not fa v o u re d  by a ll  h o w e v e r .  T h ere  are  those who b e liev e  
in ’ bulling it through hell  and highwater co m e  what may* , m e a su re m e n ts  are  m ade to 
the n e a re s t  tenth o f  a m in u te , or to the n e a re s t  hundredth o f  a fo o t .  Som e are  e v e r  
willing to ca l l  the other a l ia r  fo r  the sake of 0 .0 2  o f  a f o o t ,  fo rgettin g  that none is 
r e a l ly  e v e r  a p e r fe c t io n is t .  I s o m e t im e s  w onder what point is s e r v e d  when we show 
on a p lan "100 .00 *  (Plan) , 100 .01  fee t  m e a s . rr When the d i f fe re n ce  is „20 then the 
value b e c o m e s  o f  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  but ce r ta in ly  0 . 01  is like the f le a 's  f lea  in T h o m p so n 's  
in troduction  to " E a s y  Calculus"". To get back  to sh o r t -cu ts  , d ir e c t  m e a s u re m e n t  is 
o f  c o u r s e  the su re r  w ay. The u se r  o f  s h o r t -c u ts  m ust be p r o f i c i e n t ,  and know when 
such are  an e co n o m y  of t im e ,  there in  l ie s  true p r o f i c i e n c y .  But as is w e ll  known, 
m o r e  p eop le  have b e c o m e  lo s t  by taking a s h o r t - c u t .
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W H A T ? 1970 ANNUAL O . L . S .  M EETING

W H ER E?

WHEN

WINDSOR, ONTARIO 

F E B R U A R Y , 1970

W HY? TO P R O M O T E  THE P R A C T IC E  OF LAN D SURVEYING;
TO K E E P  A B R E A S T  OF SURVEYING;

TO G ET T O G E T H E R , E T C .  FO R  YOU R BEST INTERESTS; 
TO M E E T YOUR F E L L O W  SU R V E Y O R S, E T C  .E T C  „ 

HAVE FUN - -  E T C .E T C .

W H O? MICHIGAN LAND SURVEYORS W ILL M E E T  WITH
US F O R  A JOINT ONE DAY SESSION; ALSO  A ONE 

DAY SEMINAR ON THURSDAY .

THIS MEANS - Y O U -  AND INCLUDES 
THE LADIES

P L A N  NOW TO A T T E N D
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